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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant please note that a new examiner has been assigned to this application. 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments witli respect to claimi -21 liave been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-7,9,10,13,14 and 16-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Flannery (US 6594405). 

Regarding claim 1, Flannery teaches a method (method and apparatus for 
preprinted forms completion) comprising: scanning a page (col. 3, lines 38-39 and 56- 
58; col. 4, lines 6-10); locating at least one device on the page (the image of the 
scanned form is provided to the background; col. 3, lines 39-41, 58-60); printing 
information onto the page without printing information on the at least one device (text is 
entered as foreground information and the foreground is printed on the scanned 
preprinted form; col. 3, lines 43-45, 49-50; col. 4, lines 52-54; fig. 4, steps 
114,118,120,112,130,132). 
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Regarding claim 2, Flannery teaches storing a template of the scanned page 
(col. 3, lines 50-54, and line 67- col. 4, line 4) where the template contains the location 
and size of the at least one device (parameters of the background; col. 4, lines 20-33). 

Regarding claim 3, Flannery teaches a method (method and apparatus for 
preprinted forms completion) comprising: scanning a first page (col. 3, lines 38-39 and 
56-58; col. 4, lines 6-10); locating the position and size of at least one object on the first 
page (col. 4, lines 20-36): aligning information to fit onto the first page without the 
information encroaching onto the at least one object on the first page (col. 4, lines 36- 
45) 

Regarding claim 4, Flannery teaches that the information aligned is text (col. 4, 
lines 36-45). 

Regarding claim 5, Flannery teaches that the information aligned is graphical 
(the operator enters text or other information col. 3, lines 43-49; col. 4, lines 36-39). 

Regarding claim 6, Flannery teaches printing the aligned information onto the 
first page (col. 4, lines 52-54). 

Regarding claim 7, Flannery teaches printing the aligned information onto a 
second page, where the second page is essentially a copy of the first page (the entered 
text (foreground) can be printed out without the background (form) col. 3, lines 35-37, 
which reads on the second page). 

Regarding claim 9, Flannery teaches receiving the information to be aligned as 
digital information (col. 3, lines 43-45). 
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Regarding claim 10, Flannery teaches a method (method and apparatus for 
preprinted forms completion) comprising: scanning a page of stationery (col. 3, lines 38- 
39 and 56-58; col. 4, lines 6-10); locating at least one device preprinted on the 
stationery (the image of the scanned form is provided to the background; col. 3, lines 
39-41 , 58-60); automatically formatting a string of text such that the string of text is 
positioned correctly for the page of stationery, with respect to the location of the at least 
one device (text is entered as foreground information and the foreground is printed on 
the scanned preprinted form; col. 3, lines 43-45, 49-50; col. 4, lines 52-54; fig. 4, steps 
114,118,120,112,130,132). 

Regarding claim 13, Flannery teaches printing the formatted string of text onto 
the stationery (text is entered as foreground information and the foreground is printed 
on the scanned preprinted form; col. 3, lines 43-45, 49-50; col. 4, lines 52-54; fig. 4, 
steps 114,118,120,112,130,132). 

Regarding claim 14, Flannery teaches that the string of text is created in a word 
processing program (col. 3, lines 58-60). 

Regarding claim 16, Flannery teaches a system, comprising: a scanning device 
(22) configured to generate a digital representation of a page (preprinted form) placed 
onto the scanning device; a processor (32) configured to detect the location of at least 
one object in the digital representation of the page (the image of the scanned form is 
provided to the background; col. 3, lines 39-41, 58-60); a printing device (24); the 
processor configured to print information on the page in a location that does not overiap 
with the location of the at least one detected object in the digital representation of the 
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page (text is entered as foreground information and tlie foreground is printed on tlie 
scanned preprinted form; col. 3, lines 43-45, 49-50; col. 4, lines 52-54; fig. 4, steps 
114,118,120,112,130,132). 

Regarding claim 17, Flannery teaches that the system is connected to the 
Internet with a communication link (col. 3, lines 4-8). 

Regarding claim 18, Flannery teaches that the scanning device is integrated into 
the printing device (col. 3, lines 22-25). 

Regarding claim 19, Flannery teaches a system, comprising: a scanner (22) 
configured to generate a digital representation of a page placed onto the scanner; a 
computer (20) connected to the scanner, the computer configured to detect the location 
of at least one object in the digital representation of the page; a printer (24) connected 
to the computer; the computer configured to print information on the page in a location 
that does not overlap with the location of the at least one detected object in the digital 
representation of the page (text is entered as foreground information and the foreground 
is printed on the scanned preprinted form; col. 3, lines 43-45, 49-50; col. 4, lines 52-54; 
fig. 4, steps 114,118,120,112,130,132). 

Regarding claim 20, Flannery teaches that the system is connected to the 
Internet with a communication link (col. 3, lines 4-8). 

Regarding claim 21, Flannery teaches a means (22) for scanning a page; a 
means (processor 32) for detecting the size and location of objects printed on the page 
(parameters of the background; col. 4, lines 20-33); a means (processor 32) for aligning 
information to fit on the page while avoiding the detected objects; a means (24) for 



Application/Control Number: 10/712,171 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2625 

printing the aligned information onto the page (text is entered as foreground information 
and the foreground Is printed on the scanned preprinted form; col. 3, lines 43-45, 49-50; 
col. 4, lines 52-54; fig. 4, steps 114,118,120,112,130,132). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth In this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 8,1 1 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Flannery in view of Ebner et al. (US 5452094). 

Regarding claim 8, Flannery fails to specifically disclose scanning a second 
page to capture the Information to be aligned. 

Ebner teaches placing an original document, such as a letterhead or logo on a 
scanner (10) to be saved (col. 6, lines 57-col. 7, line 17). Then, in a logo merge or 
overwrite print mode, an original document without a logo Is scanned and transmitted to 
an Image processor (12) that merges the two together and prints them out (fig. 4; col. 9, 
line 50 -col. 10, line 2). 

Regarding claims 11 and 12, Flannery falls to specifically disclose that the 
device is a letterhead or logo. 

Ebner teaches that the device Is a letterhead or logo. 
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Flannery could be modified to store letterhead and logos for subsequent printing 
with a scanned page. This modification would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention since Flannery already stores preprinted forms 
and has a keyboard, pointing device and scanner for inputting a scanned page. 

6. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Flannery 
in view of Fong et al. (US 5987231 ). 

Regarding claim 15, Flannery fails to specifically disclose that the string of text is 
read from a file. 

Fong teaches a method of printing user input data on preprinted forms wherein 
the user can enter data via a keyboard or prestored data (col. 3, lines 6-23). 

Flannery could be modified to store input text data. This modification would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention since it would 
be advantageous for subsequent use. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kimberly A. Williams whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 7471 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Kimberly A Williams/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2625 

KAW 

April 16, 2008 



